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Fourth Annual LIMM Forum March 7 - 8, 2008 
Focus on Disasters and Crises 

L eaders from LCMS World Mission and 

LCMS World Relief and Human Care, 

current and former LCMS missionaries,  lead-

ers of mission agencies, short-term volun-

teers, friends and supporters of medical mis-

sions shared, net-

worked, learned, 

and dialogued at 

the Fourth Annual 

LIMM Forum  

held at the Crowne 

Plaza Hotel in St. 

Louis, MO, on March 

7-8, 2008.   Highlights 

included the out-

standing daily Bible 

studies base on DCE 

Tim Hetzner’s  visits 

to and study of Middle Eastern culture, Dr. 

David Wesche’s detailed,  clear explanation of 

the cause of malaria– one of the scourges of the 

world that results in the death of over 1 million 

persons a year, 

Rev. Peter 

Kelm’s report 

of grassroots 

efforts to reach 

African congre-

gations with 

treated bed nets 

for malaria 

prevention, 

and Dr. Lisa 

Bonds’s inspir-

ing description 

of  the Lu-

theran Malaria 

Initiative, an 

international 

program to 

contain ma-

laria spearheaded by Lutheran World Relief in 

partnership with the United Nations Foundation, 

the Gates Foundation and LCMS and ELCA 

Church bodies.  “I was impressed by the scope of 

LIMM’s concerns and the quality of speakers in-

volved,” stated one first-time attendee. “I look for-

ward to the next Forum.”  The 2009 Forum will be  

March 20-21, 2009 in St. Louis.  
Above:  Dr. Lisa Bonds, PhD, Vice President of External Rela-

tions of Lutheran World Relief, delivers the banquet 

speech.   Below:  Rev. Steve Hughey, Director of Central 

American Lutheran Mission Society (CALMS), Sally Henrick-
son of LCMS World Relief and Human Care, and Marlene 
Kohlmeier, short-term volunteer, Kansas District, discuss is-

sues affecting medical missions during the 2008 LIMM Forum. 

Right/Top:  Honorees at the 2008 LIMM Recognition Banquet were 

LCMS medical missionary nurse Sue Pfeil from Kyrgyzstan, Dr. 
Al and Ruth Senske representing LIMM's faithful donors, and Dr. 
Robert Roegner, Executive Director of LCMS World Mission, a 

faithful partner in LIMM's ministry. 

Right/Bottom:  Rose Paxton and Olga Eckert  stand on either side 

of Bobbie Lautenschlager, CEO of LIMM with Dr. Leo Sanchez, 

new board member of LIMM and Director of the Center of His-

panic Studies.  LIMM and the Center of Hispanic Studies partnered 

to provide funding for Paxton and Eckert to attend the 2008 LIMM 

Forum in St. Louis. 



Getting a tax refund check? 
Consider a tithe to LIMM.  Want to 
claim more charitable giving next 
year in order to get more 
deductions?   Consider a gift to 
LIMM now.  Tax time is a great 
time to review your charitable 
giving plan—it can help LIMM—
and you! 

Contact  LIMM: 
 

P.O. Box 766 

Concordia, MO 64020 

 

Phone toll-free:  

 1-866-676-5466 

 

Email:  limm@limm.org 

 

For more mission  

opportunities, see the 

LIMM web page at:   

www.limm.org 

Thrivent   
GivingPlustm 

 

Your gifts are more 
valuable when using 
Thrivent Financial Giv-
ingPlus forms when you 
donate to  LIMM.  Do-
nors 16 years and older 
who are Thrivent mem-
bers are urged to en-
close a completed form 
with each donation to 
LIMM .  The PDF form 
can be downloaded at  
the LIMM website.  
Thrivent matches gifts 
up to $600 per person 
per year. Thank you for 
taking this additional 
step as you support 
LIMM.  
 

Donations now possible 
online at: 

www.limm.org 

L IMM has announced the ap-

pointment of Rev.  Dr.  Yohan-

nes Mengsteab and Rev. Dr. Leo-

poldo Sanchez to the LIMM Board 

effective immediately. Mengsteab, a 

native of Eritrea, East Africa, and a 

former refugee in Sudan, graduated 

from Concordia Col-

lege, Bronxville, and 

did his theological 

degree at Concordia 

Seminary, St. 

Louis.  He was a 

parish pastor in Hol-

land, MI, for 4 years, 

and served an Eri-

trean and Ethiopian immigrant com-

munity in the Washington DC 

area as a missionary-at-large.  Meng-

steab is a member of the LCMS North 

American Mission staff since July 

2001 and serves as the National Di-

rector of New Mission Field Develop-

ment.   Sanchez, born in Chile and 

raised in Panama, served as a vicar in 

Venezuela and later as a pastor in San 

Jose, California.  He received his PhD 

from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 

2003 and has been on the Semi-

nary staff as Assistant Professor of Sys-

tematic Theology since 2004.  In 2006 

he was appointed director of the Cen-

ter for Hispanic Studies 

(CHS) and is a leader in issues 

related to Hispanic/Latino theol-

ogy.   

   “Mengsteab’s and Sanchez’s 

insights to the needs of Latin 

America, Africa, and the immi-

grant world of the USA will be a 

special asset as LIMM determines 

future program and projects for sup-

port,” states 

LIMM Board 

Chairman, John 

Speckhard.    

 

T he workshop will be held in 

New Orleans, LA on Saturday, 

June 14, 2008 at Camp Restore.  The 

one-day event is co-sponsored by 

(RE)institute and will cost $50, which 

includes two meals.  Rev. John 

Nunes, President and CEO of Lu-

theran World Relief will be the fea-

tured speaker. Other workshop 

leaders include Chaplain Ralph 

Buchhorn of Extra Mile Ministries, 

Oceanside, CA, author and trauma 

recovery counselor Dr. Rick Arm-

strong of Orlando, FL, and DCO 

Kurtis Smith, Director of   

(RE)institute, New Orleans, LA. 

“We hope to stimulate medical profes-

sionals to be prepared for future 

coastal disasters with practical ideas 

like licensure in adjoining states and 

other simple actions,” states LIMM’s 

CEO Bobbie Lautenschlager. Register 

for the event online at: http://

www.reinstitute.org/

id25.html.  Fill out the reg-

istration form, print and 

send it along with the 

$50.00 registration fee to: 

 

LIMM 

P.O. Box 766 

Concordia, MO 64020 

LIMM Announces new Board Members 

 Disaster Preparedness Workshop for Medical Professionals 

Rev. Dr. Yohannes Mengsteab 

Rev. Dr. Leopoldo Sanchez 

  Rev. John Nunes 


